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DEGREES:  B.A., History, University of Cincinnati, 1972 

M.A., History, University of Cincinnati, 1973 
    Ph.D., History, University of Cincinnati, 1980 
 
 
RESEARCH FIELDS:  Cultural and Social History, Early Modern Europe, European 

Comparative, German History, the Low Countries, History of Medicine and 
Public Health 

 
 

 
FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS:   
Taft Fellow, University of Cincinnati, 1973, 1976 
Postdoctoral Research Fellowship, Herzog August Bibliothek, Wolfenbüttel, Federal 

Republic of Germany, 1980-82 
DAAD Study Grant, June-August 1983, Herzog August Bibliothek  
IREX/Fulbright Hays Grant, Summer 1985, Halle and Merseburg, German Democratic 

Republic  
Visiting Fellow, Shelby Cullom Davis Center for Historical Studies, Princeton 

University, Fall 1985  
Faculty Development Grant, Carnegie Mellon University, Summer 1988, Summer 1992, 

Summer 1995 
NEH Travel to Collections Grant, Summer 1989  
NIH (National Library of Medicine) Grant LM 04949, 1989-90  
NEH Summer Stipend, Summer 1993  
Fulbright Regional Research Grant, January-June 1994, United Kingdom, Germany, 

France, and the Netherlands  
DAAD Study Grant, June-August 1996, Hamburg  
NEH Fellowship for University Teachers, 1997-98  
John Simon Guggenheim Fellow, 1998-99  
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National Humanities Center (Research Triangle, NC) Fellowship, 2002-2003 (declined) 
Fellow-in-Residence, Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities and 

Social Sciences (NIAS), 2002-2003.  
Affiliate, The Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of Medicine at University College 

London, May-August 2005. (no monetary award)  
GRSA, University of Miami, Summer 2008 ($2800) 
Fellowship, Herzog August Bibliothek, 15 January - 15 June 2006.  Wolfenbüttel, 

Germany.  
Affiliate, The Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of Medicine at University College 

London, May-August 2007, May-August 2008. (no monetary award)  
Cooper Fellow, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Miami, 2007-2010 
Fellow-in-Residence, Centre for Advanced Studies of the Royal Flemish Academy of 

Belgium for Science and the Arts (VLAC: Vlaams-Academisch Centrum), 
January- June 2011.  

State of Lower Saxony (Germany) Senior Fellowship at the Herzog August Bibliothek, 
Wolfenbüttel, 2014-2016 (Three-month residency; six weeks in summer 2014, 
three weeks in fall 2015; four weeks in summer 2016, from 15 May through 14 
June) 

PRA, University of Miami, 2016 ($6500) 
NEH Fellowship for University Teachers, 2017-2018 
Humboldt Research Award/Reimars-Lüst Award (jointly and respectively awarded by 

Humboldt Foundation and Thyssen Foundation), 2017-2018 
Visitor, The Rachel Carson Center for Society and the Environment, Munich, Germany, 

January-June 2024 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
POSITIONS 
 
Professor 
Department of History 
University of Miami, 2004-2022 
Acting Chair, 2008-2009 
Chair, 2011-2022 
 
Professor 
Department of History 
Carnegie Mellon University, 1997-2004 
 
Adjunct Professor 
Department of Modern Languages (German) 
Carnegie Mellon University, 1997-2004 
 
Adjunct Associate Professor 
Department of Modern Languages (German) 
Carnegie Mellon University, 1995-97 
 
Associate Professor  
Department of History 
Carnegie Mellon University, 1992-97 
 
Assistant Professor 
Department of History 
Carnegie Mellon University, 1987-92 
 
Assistant Professor 
Department of History 
LeMoyne College, 1983-87 
 
Adjunct Assistant Professor 
Syracuse Consortium for the Cultural Foundations of Medicine 
SUNY Upstate Medical School, Fall 1984, Spring 1987 
 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
Department of History 
University of North Carolina-Wilmington, 1982-83 
 



 
 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL AND SCHOLARLY SERVICE 
 
President, Frühe Neuzeit Interdisziplinär, 1999-2001. 
Member of the Editorial Board, Studies in Central European Histories, 2000- 
Member of Executive Council, Conference Group for Central European History, 
1997-2000. 
Member of Executive Board, American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, 
2001-2004. 
Member, Editorial Board, Social History of Medicine (Society for the Social 
History of Medicine, UK), 2001-2003. 
Chair, William H. Welch Medal Prize Committee, American Association for the 
History of Medicine, 2000-2001. 
Member, Publications Committee, American Association for the History of 
Medicine, 2001-2003. 
Member, Editorial Board of Medizinhistorisches Journal, 2001- 
Member, Editorial Board, Eighteenth-Century Thought, 2002- 
Member, Article Prize Committee, Conference Group for Central European 
History, 2003. 
Member, Professional Division of the AHA, Three-year term, 2004-2006. 
Member, Editorial Board, Studies in Medieval and Renaissance History, 2004- 
Member, Advisory Board, H-German, 2004- 
Member, Program Committee, GSA, 2005, 2006 
Co-Coordinator (with Jeffrey Ravel, MIT, and Margaret Jacob, UCLA), 

Workshop on AImposters:  Identity and Pretense in Europe and the 
Atlantic World, 1600-1800,@ William Andrews Clark Memorial Library, 
8-9 October 2004. 

Member, Core Group, of the project ARepresentations of Women and Death in 
German Literature, Arts and Media 1500-Present,@ funded by the British 
Arts and Humanities Research Board, 2005-2008. 

Member, Editoral Board, Central European History, 2004-2012 
Member, Editorial Board, Bulletin of the History of Medicine, 2008-2011 
Executive Editor, History:  Review of New Books, 2008-2011 
Member, Executive Council, German Studies Association, 2010-2012 
Research Ambassador, DAAD, 2011-2012, 2012-2013 
Vice-President, German Studies Association, 2015-2016 
Acting Director, Center for the Humanities, University of Miami, Fall 2016 

  President, German Studies Association, 2017-2018  
  President, American Historical Association, 2020 

 



 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

 
 
BOOKS  
 
Co-Editor with Jared Poley, Money in the German-Speaking Lands.  New York: 

Berghahn, 2017. 265 pp. 
 
The Merchant Republics: Amsterdam, Antwerp, and Hamburg, 1648-1790.  

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015. 356 pp. 
 
Co-Editor with David Luebke, Mixed Matches: Transgressive Unions in Early 

Modern Germany in the series Spektrum: Publications of the German 
Studies Association. New York: Berghahn Books, 2014. 246pp. 

 
Liaisons dangereuses: Sex, Law, and Diplomacy in the Age of Frederick the 

Great (Baltimore and London: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 
2006). 353pp.  

 
Editor, Ways of Knowing: Ten Interdisciplinary Essays (Boston and Leiden: Brill 

Academic Publishers, 2004). 
 
Medicine and Society in Early Modern Europe in the series, "New Approaches to 

European History."  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999.  
249pp. Spanish translation; Madrid: Siglo XXI de España, 2001. 
Portuguese translation; Lisbon: Editora Replicacao, 2003. 2nd English 
edition, 2010. Turkish translation of 2nd. ed., BUTEK Press, Istanbul, 
2013. 

 
Health and Healing in Eighteenth-Century Germany.  Baltimore:  Johns 

Hopkins University Press, 1996. 506pp. Awarded the 1998 William Welch 
Book Prize by the American Association of the History of Medicine. 
Paperback edition, 2001. 

 
Patriots and Paupers: Hamburg, 1712-1830. Oxford and New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1990. 339pp. Named an "Outstanding Academic Book 
for 1990" by Choice. On-demand paperback edition, 2001. 

 
140 Jahre Israelitisches Krankenhaus in Hamburg: Vorgeschichte und 

Entwicklung, 1763-1980. Hamburg, 1980. 100pp. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
WORK IN PROGRESS 

 
 “Fractured Lands: Northern Germany in an Age of Unending War, 1627-1721.” 

Current research project.  
 
ARTICLES 
 
With Heinrich Rodegra and Martin Ewald, "Kindesmord und verheimlichte 

Schwangerschaft in Hamburg im 18. Jahrhundert: Versuch einer 
soziologischen und sozialmedizinischen Analyse," Gesnerus 25 
(December 1978):  276-296. 

 
"Bürgerliche Karriere und patriotische Philanthropie:  Armenpolitik in Hamburg 

vor und nach der Armenreform von 1788," Jahrbuch der Sozialarbeit 4 
(1982): 157-180. Special issue on the history of poor relief and social 
welfare. 

 
"`Love for Hire':  The Regulation of the Wet-Nursing Business in Eighteenth-

Century Hamburg," Journal of Family History 6, no. 4 (Winter 1981):  
379-395. 

 
"Fürsorge für arme Wöchnerinnen in Hamburg um 1800:  Die Beschreibung 

eines `Entbindungs-Winkels'," Gesnerus 39 (December 1982):  31-37. 
 
"Armen- und Eselbegräbnis in der europäischen Frühneuzeit:  Eine Methode 

sozialer Kontrolle?"  Pp. 125-40 in Studien zur Thematik des Todes im 16. 
Jahrhundert, eds. Richard Toellner and Paul R. Blum. Wolfenbüttel:  
Herzog August Bibliothek 1983. 

 
"Unterschichten und Sozialpolitik in Hamburg, 1799-1814."  Pp. 61-70 in 

Arbeiter in Hamburg: Unterschichten, Arbeiter und Arbeiterbewegung seit 
dem ausgehenden 18. Jahrhundert, eds. Arno Herzig, Dieter 
Langewiesche, and Arnold Swottek.  Hamburg: Verlag Erziehung und 
Wissenschaft, 1983. 

 
"Maternal Politics: The Principles and Practice of Maternity Care in Eighteenth-

Century Hamburg," Journal of Family History 9, no. 1 (Spring 1984):  
44-63. 

 
With Jill Kohl (=Bepler), "Augustus in tenebris," [on 17th-century 

ophthalmology]. Pp. 187-204 in Barocker Lust-Spiegel: Studien zur 
Literatur des Barock. Festschrift für Blake Lee Spahr, (Chloe, Vol. 3, 



 
 

Supplement to Daphnis), eds. Martin Bircher, Jörg-Ulrich Fechner, and 
Gerd Hillem.  Amsterdam: Rodophi, 1984. 

 
"The Allgemeine Armenanstalt and the Non-Registered Poor." Pp. 37-45 in 

Zwangsläufig oder Abwendbar?  200 Jahre Hamburgische Allgemeine 
Armenanstalt, eds. Erich Braun and Franklin Kopitzsch. Hamburg: Verein 
für Hamburgische Geschichte, 1990.  

 
"Urban Growth and Medical Charity: Hamburg, 1788-1815." Pp. 113-32 in 

Medicine and Charity in Western Europe before the Welfare State, eds. 
Jonathan Barry and Colin Jones. London: Routledge Press, 1991.  

 
"Confessions of an Archive Junkie," in Theory, Method, and Practice in Social 

and Cultural History, eds. Peter Karsten and John Modell. New York and 
London: New York University Press, 1992. 

 
"`Aufklärung' and the Health of the People:  `Volksschriften' and Medical Advice 

in Braunschweig-Wolfenbüttel, 1756-1803." Pp. 101-20 in Das Volk als 
Objekt obrigkeitlichen Handelns, ed. Rudolf Vierhaus. Tübingen: Max 
Niemeyer Verlag, 1992. 

 
"Professionals? Sisters? Rivals?: Midwives in Braunschweig, 1750-1820." Pp. 

176-91 in The Art of Midwifery, ed. Hilary Marland. London: Routledge, 
1993. 

 
"The Enlightenment Encountered:  Medical Practice and Enlightenment in 

Northern Germany, 1750-1820." In Medicine and Enlightenment, ed. Roy 
Porter.  Amsterdam:  Rodopi, 1995. 

 
"Die Jungfer Heinrich: Transvestitin, Bigamistin, Lesbierin, Mörderin, Diebin."  

In Von Huren- und Rabenmüttern: Weibliche Kriminalität im 
frühneuzeitlichen Deutschland, ed. Otto Ulbricht. Cologne:  Bühlau 
Verlag, 1995.   

 
"The Sources of Social History," article (5500 words) in the Encyclopedia of 

European Social History, general editor, Peter N. Stearns (New York:  
Charles Scribner's Sons, 2001). 

 
"Disease, Plague, and Hunger," article (8000 words). Pp. 427-43 in The Blackwell 

Companion to the History of the Renaissance World, edited by Guido 
Ruggiero. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 2002. 

 
"Gender Tales: The Multiple Identities of Maiden Heinrich, Hamburg 1700." Pp. 

131-51 in Gender in Early Modern Germany, ed. Ulinka Rublack 



 
 

Cambridge, Eng.: Cambridge University Press, 2002.  
 
AHealth and Disease,@ entry in Encyclopedia of the Enlightenment, general 

editor, Alan Kors, 5000 words. New York: Oxford University Press, 2002. 
 
AFundamental Values: Political Culture in Eighteenth-Century Hamburg. Pp. 17-

32 in Patriotism, Cosmopolitanism, and National Culture: Public Culture 
in Hamburg 1700-2000, ed. Peter-Uwe Hohendahl. Amsterdam and New 
York: Rodopi, 2003.  

 
AUrban Charity and the Relief of the Sick Poor in Northern Germany, 1750-

1850.@ Pp. 136-156 in Health Care and Poor Relief in 18th and 19th 
Century Northern Europe, edited by Ole Peter Grell, Andrew 
Cunningham, and Robert Jütte. Hampshire, Eng. and Burlington, VT: 
Ashgate, 2002. 

 
AWie ist es eigentlich gewesen? Krankheit und Gesundheit um 1800. Pp. 191-207 

in Zwischen Aufklärung, Policey und Verwaltung: Zur Genese des 
Medicinalwesens, 1750-1850, ed. Bettina Wahrig. Wiesbaden: 
Harrassowitz, 2003. 

 
APublic Health@(1000 words) entry in the Dictionary of Early Modern Europe, 

general editor Jonathan Dewald. New York: Charles Scribner=s Sons, 
2003. 

 
Entry AIsraelitisches Krankenhaus@ in Das Jüdische Hamburg: Ein historisches 

Nachschlagewerk. Göttingen: Wallstein Verlag, 2006. 
 
AThe Wind-Traders: Speculators and Frauds in Northern Europe, 1650-1720.” Pp. 

137-166 in Living Dangerously: On the Margins of Medieval and 
Renaissance Society, ed. Barbara A. Hanawalt and Anna Grotans. South 
Bend, IN: Notre Dame University Press, 2007. 

 
AMurder, Melancholy and the Insanity Defence in Eighteenth-Century 

Hamburg.@ Pp. 161-172 in Roberta E. Bivens and John V. Pickstone, 
eds., Medicine, Madness and Social History: Essays in Honour of Roy 
Porter. London:  Palgrave Macmillan, 2007. 

 
ADie schöne Charlotte: Der Guyard-Inzestfall in Hamburg, 1766-1769.@ Pp. 71-

82 in Dirk Brietzke, Norbert Fischer, and Arno Herzig, eds., Hamburg und 
sein Norddeutsches : Aspkete des Wandels seit der Frühen Neuzeit, 
Festschrift für Franklin Kopitzsch. (Hamburg: Wissenschaftlicher Verlag, 
Dokumentation & Buch, 2007. 

 



 
 

AThe Context(s) of Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century Medicine.@ Pp. 311-21 
in Jürgen Helm and Renate Wilson, eds., Medical Theory and Therapeutic 
Practice in the Eighteenth Century in a Transatlantic Perspective. 
Stuttgart:  Franz Steiner, 2008. 

 
AMedicine, Medical Practice, and Public Health.@ Pp. 158-175 in Peter Wilson, 

ed. A Companion to Eighteenth Century Europe. Oxford: Blackwell 
Publishing, 2008. Paperback ed. 2013.  

 
"Medical Ethics in Eighteenth-Century Continental Europe." Entry in Robert B. 

Baker and Laurence B. McCullough, eds., A History of Medical Ethics, 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009. 5500 words. 

 
A>Stories in the Archive=: Aufklärung, Kriminalität and politische Kultur in 

Amsterdam, Hamburg und Antwerpen.@ Pp. 417-441in Hans Erich 
Bödecker and Martin Gierl, eds., Jenseits der Diskurse:  
Auklärungspraxis und Institutionenwelt in europäisch Perspektive. 
Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2007. 

 
AThe Body Debated:  Bodies and Rights in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century 

Germany@ Special Issue of The Journal of Medieval and Early Modern 
Studies on AThe Diseased Body in Pre-Modern Europe: Ideology and 
Representation@ (Fall 2008): 493-521. 

 
ANarratives of Dismembering Women in Northern Germany, 1600-1800.@ Pp.  

76-92 in Helen Fronius and Ann Linton, eds., Women & Death: 
Representations of Female Victims and Perpetrators in German Culture, 
1500-2000. London: Camden House, 2008. 

 
AThe Anxious Merchant, the Bold Speculator, and the Malicious Bankrupt:  

Doing Business in Eighteenth-Century Hamburg,@ pp. 161-82 in 
Catherine Secretan and Margaret Jacob, eds., The Self-Perception of Early 
Modern Capitalists (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008). 

 
AThinking about Sources: Using Primary and Secondary Materials.@ Pp. 43-47 

in Elise Lipkowitz, ed., The Dissertation Process. Washington, D.C.:  
American Historical Association, 2009.  

 
"Health and Medical Care," in Elizabeth Foyster and John Marten, eds., A 

Cultural History of Childhood and Family, vol. 5:  The Enlightenment, 
New York: Berg, 2010. 8000 words. 

 
"Eighteenth-Century True Crime Stories, Legal Histories, and the Literary 

Imagination," Daphnis [Special issue on "Consuming News"] 37 (2008): 



 
 

131-52. [The 2008 issue appeared in summer 2009]. 
 
"Voluntarism in Social Welfare and Urban Government: The Case of Hamburg, 

1700-1799," Journal of Urban History [Special issue on "New 
Perspectives on Public Services in Early Modern Europe."] 36, no. 3 
(March 2010): 316-31. 

 
"Dirty Politics or ‘Harmonie’? Defining Corruption in Early Modern Amsterdam 

and Hamburg," Journal of Social History 45, no. 3 (Spring 2012): 582-
604, electronic version published 9 December 2011. Also published in 
slightly revised and expanded in Renate Bridenthal, ed., The Hidden 
History of Crime, Corruption, and States (New York: Berghahn Books, 
2013): 23-53. 

 
AThe Discreet Charm of the Diplomatic Archive,@ German History 29, no. 2 

(2011): 283-304. 
 
“Disease and Medicine,” in Hamish Scott, ed., The Oxford Handbook of Early 

Modern European History, 1350-1750.  Vol. 1: Peoples & Place. 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015): 94-118. 

 
“Slow History," Presidential Address of the AHA, American Historical Review 

(March 2021):1-18. 
 
“A Dutch Notary and His Clients.” Pp. 243-68 in James R. Farr and Guido 

Ruggiero, eds., Historicizing Life Writing and Ego Documents in Early 
Modern History (London: Palgrave MacMillan, 2022). 

 
 

“Silent Victims: The Hidden Costs of War in Brandenburg, 1648-1700.” Pp. 261-
77 in Howard Louhan and Tryntje Helfferich, eds,, “Beyond the 
Battlefield: Reconsidering Warfare in Early Modern Europe, ” (Abingdon, 
Eng.: Routledge, 2024). 

 
“Coming Out of War: The Great German War and Its Aftermath, 1648-1700.” In  
 Sorties de Guerre, ed. by Guillaume Piketty.  Paris: HUMENSIS, 

forthcoming 2025. 
 
Co-editor, “Forum: Writing German History Biographically,” with contribution 

on “Writing Biographically from Serial Records.” German History, 
forthcoming, March 2025. 

 
 

 


